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10 the REVEREND' 
Mr. Joux WesLE 15 & Ge. ? 


0 LY 


"Bp HER We: — 


MORO Had the fivour of) your Py 40 


1 


the Clergy, by your order ſent to me, 
among the reſt of your brethren 


| — and do aſſure you, that I have 


no inclination to impute vanity or preſump- 
tion to you, whilſt you declare, Jon are one 


of ſo little eſteem i in the church.” Vet, you 


A will allow me, upon a cool and ſober viewand. 


v oy of your wage to dae you of 
1 e 5 


| not. be 


2 


being rather too eredulons, wht E 


required this addreſs at -your hands 0 | 


1 * — 


word out of contempt: a | ſpirit juſtly abhorted 


5 \ hs and man,” 


But hoe may 1 think of your queries, 
p. 18. Have I {kill to draw the natutal in- 


ferences dedycible from each text? Do I know 


the objections raiſed to them, or from them, 
by Jews, Deiſis, Papiſts, Arians, Socinians, 
and all other Sectaries, who more or leſs cor- 
rupt and capponize * the wag of God wy gp 


15 (35 * T7 I 


Not to alk, how the 78 can, with pro- 
: pity, be deemed dare I ond be aal 


1 C3 
* 4 'h 4 1 o 4 4 3 3 Wn. V ry A 


* 52 
* 4% et * 


* To cauponize; to 1 the art of the Hunter * 5 


Vintner, who adulterates' wines or r fruits. 19 


8 « that. you believe the great Bichop of "olds 


it will 
a juſt concluſion, b preſume, {though 
it has: long been the burden of your Soul 
eſpecially, if it ſhould "appear from the ſpirit 
of your Letter, that it is by no means ſuitable 
to the ſpirit and genius of that Goſpel, which 
truly contains the inſtruction of the gregt 
Biſhop of ſouls. And yet, p. 4. You fay, 
you do not ſpeak from a ſpirit of anger and 
reſentment, much leſs would you utter one 


* 


== 


1 


rous of knowing, why Arians and Socinians 
do ſtand chargeable with'corruptingand caupo- 
niz ing the word of God any more than Atha- 
nafians are guilty? why are not they as ex- 
preis y mentioned as Arians and Socinians? 
Or why are they claſſed with Deiſfts and Pa- 


pit? Are not the Athanoftans*Qhopether ; as 


neal akin to Ne as N 4 1 are * | 


. 


p " Ws . to Wolter bis inbdeity much | 


more plauſibly under the extravagant ſcheme 
of the Athariafian, than under that of the 
Arian or Socinian . Will Mr. W. lay, that 
the Athanafian does not more or leſs, in his 
ſcheme, corrupt or cauponize the word of 15 
God? And if he does, then the ſame queries 

are as juſt and pertinent ſor the mouth of 
an Arian, or of a Socinian; cc Have 1 {kill to 
Iraw the natural inferences deducible from 
each text? Do 1 know the objections raiſed 
to them and from them by Jews, Deifts, 
Papiſts and Athanafians and all other ſectaries, 
who more or Tels corrupt or cauponize the. 
word of God?” — What bar have you to this 
- conclufion:? No poflible one, unleſs it be the 


abundant confidence of your own infalli- 8 


_ bility. ED 
And 


And 100 you PRA 3 no wala oces⸗ 
fion for this impeachment of your modeſty, 


and humility; for your addrefs is made up of 


a detail of abilities that qualify. for the cleri- 
cal labours. And theſe are both natural, and 
acquired, You have ſpecified three gifts and 


nine acquired qualifications, .. Some of which 
are again greatly compounded. Such as your 
faurth, which contains a knowledge of pro- 
phane hiſtory, of chronology and geography; 
and the fifth, has logic, roetaphaniics, natural phi- ; 


«23 54. 


has a ben, of ſpirits, added toa knows» 
ledge of the world. What you mean. when 
you fay, © what are all other gifts, whether. 
natural or acquired, when compared to the 


GRACE of God?” is not ſo eaſy to under- 
ſtand. I ſhould have thought, that a good 


under flanding, would have belonged to the 
idea we entertain of the grace of God; and. 


that a Jive neſs and readineſs of thought, a vi- 
gour of the intellectual capacities, might have 


been allowed in evidence of the grace of 


| God ; and. why a good memory ſhould be ex- 
cluded, 1 ſee ant. Certain * I am, 


that 


e . — U —˙ . TD ep 


(7) 


that when you mention the ſecond acquired 


7 ability, vou had before your l eyes the 
moſt exalted diſplay of Wl grace of God, 
ever made to mankind ; and that i is, the boly | 


Scriptures: : the knowledge of which, you 
confider as an acquired ability. What, after 


this, you can mean by the grace of God, as 4 
3 , ooo or acquired, or what⸗ 
ever elſe, I am not able to conceive: but 
hall rio 700 Wy be your own interpreter ; 


who in this article, have thought fit to covet 


and 1 9 FO 1 in thick darkneſs, — 


__ Allow me then to quit this furvey, * to 


k you, why You did not expteſsly mention a 
| knowledge of arithmetic and trigonometry 2 


| ou perceive there would be ſome diffi- 
eulty in making numbers friendly to the doc- 


trine, ce of three” being no more than one, 


and one being no leſs than three yt Did you 
diſcern, that by the doctrine of triangles, the 


three: angles of a right lined one, are but 


equal to two right angles; and that conſe- 
5 quently, a triangle i 1s no proper emblem or 
; * e hos inuſtrate the Trinity * Ba, 


; Fs - #% dt. * 3 * 


* 
74 9 8 J - WR. 1 535 4 
LF id 1 * * : 


wean 


: * * 
3 — . ——ͤ—ũ— — — — "1% I 
* 
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a; "* yew 2 * N. 
5 4%? 


eddi you * delpil theſe queries, 


bod in your all- ſufficieney entrench your 


ſelf; being ſo able to reduce an indirect mo 


to a direct, an bypothetic t to a categorical yh 
logiſm. And beſides your logical expertneſs, 


your metaphyſical depths of knowledge, 


your underſtanding the ſubtleties of Scotus 
and Aquinas, will make you equal to every 
difficulty, and able to ſolve even the "ot 5 
3 op pared contraditions, | TP 


To ail 1 8 your ability, would 
| hot ſo well agree with the extraordinary ac- 
- Eount which vou have given of, yourſelf, and 


of your | office. — . You abate. not. the leaſt of 


| apoſtolical focnitore. | Nay, I much queſtion 
whether many of the Apoſtles had all the 


qualifications you have made neceſſary; a 


which undoubtedly you ſuppoſe ein 8 


full poſſeſſion of. You call yourſelf, an ambaſ- 


fador of Cbrin; an envoy from the King of 
heaven!“ Nay, you modeſtly fay, © you 
are taken from among, and ordained for men, 1 
in things pertaining to God, p. 28. which you 
Have per in Italics, the better to Ggvify and 
. 1 | r | 


um er ART 
n a 


- 


e 9 5 | 
ſerve your emphaſis, which can be no very 


cConvincing evidence of your profound humili- 
5 ty: for the text is only found in Heb. v. 1. and 
applicable to every HIGH prieſt ; not to prieſts | 
in common, but to every high prieſt. Is 

there, Brother Weſley, no ſort of vanity, no 


' arrogance, no pride in this application? or is 


this a proof that you do accurately know 
the literal meaning of every word, verſe and 
chapter, without which, there can be no firm 


foundation whereupon the ſpiritual RY 
e e Fen 


Lefs objection cannot well be made 0 

being © an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, an Envoy 
from the King of heaven.” The apoſtles were 
really ſuch, and had their credentials accord- 
ingly. They had the extraordinary gifis of the 


ſpirit; but where are yours? They had full 


powers to publiſh and propagate the Goſpel to 


: the world. The credibility of that Goſpel was 
effectually eſtabliſned by their miniſtrations!— 
what then is left for you to do, that can, in 


— 


an proper ſenſe, denominate you an Ambaſſa- 


dor of Chriſt, or an Envoy from the King of 


Heaven ?- The ſyſtem of truth and mercy is 
„ B 1 handed 


0 10 ) 5 
handed 40 to us from their age, and with- 
out a poſſibility of men's changing the-doc- 
trine of the Goſpel. And every man who 
can read, is as capable of judging for him- 
ſelf, of thoſe ſacred contents, as we are for 
-ourſelyes. And ſo it was in the apoſtolic : 
age, that theſe doctrines were only propoſed 
to the examination of every man; for even 

they themſelves had no dominion over the 
faith of any, but were wg of their joy. 


| What then can you orople} e as an 
Ambaſſador, or as an Envoy? If you ima- 
gine you can bind or looſe, condemn or ab- 
ſolve, you are egregiouſly miſtaken.—You 
have no more authority, in matters of faith 
and conſcience, than the meaneſt and moſt 
illiterate of your flock, whom you either feed 
or fleece. And whatever you may imagine 
of a ſpiritual power and juriſdiction; it is 
ſolemn trifling, and extremely arrogant and 
vain! for you are no authoritative judge of the 
heart of man. This, your boaſted ability of diſ- 
cerning ſpirits, cannot poſſibly reach; what- 
ever you may pretend. And it is quite ridicu- 
Tous for you to talk of receiving the Holy 
| | 88 


— 


"0 873) 
Guß at your ordination, any more than any 


other prieſt receives it at the hands of 
the Biſhop under the roſe: the boly Ghoſt 
i given by the Biſhop, it no other than a claim 
mM 8 chutel-benefices.——""* 8 | * 


0 Ab wt if you bare undertaken to rally 
the Clergy of the Eſtabliſhment, becauſe of 
their having a view to a competency, as 
Filthy lucre? p. 22, 23. one might aſk, not 

very impertinently, whether nothing like this 
ever ſtuck to your fingers ? It would be a 

| ſtretch of one's faith, to believe you abſo- 
lutely clear from every regard to a compe- 
tency, or even to a warm and comfortable 


e 


But here Ts have a fair oppportunity of 
farther examining into your extenſive and in- 

7 fallible knowledge of the holy ſcriptures ;. we 
4" ſhall ſee © how mighty you are in them, 
and how able to inſtruct, and to ſtop the 

mouths of gainſayers : : how accurately you 

know the meaning of every word, verſe, 
and chapter ; ; how able you are to deduce 
(he * copollaries ſpeculative a and prac- 
* FL . 8 tical 


— 


— ROI nn ao 
Ee eee een ne 
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' Ghoſt. Hereby 


6 ( 1a 


tical from each text; to folye the difficulties 
which ariſe, and to anſwer the objections 
vhich are or may be raiſed againſt it; and 
to make a ſuitable. application of all to the 


conſciences of your hearers. For, 


d 23. 5 arraign the Clergy of your 


-own church thus : * was a comfortable live- 


lihood then your motive for entring into the 


miniſtry? and do you avow this in the face 


of the fun, and without one bluſh upon your 
cheek? I cannot compare you with Simon 
:\you are many degrees beneath him, 


He offered to giye money for the gift of 


of conferring the holy 
however he ſhewed, that he 
ſet an higher value on the gift than on the 


- money which he would have parted with for it. 


But you do not: you ſet a far higher value 
on the money than on the gift, infomuch 


that you do not deſire, you will not accept 
of the gift, . * e en . 


Stay 8 Web „ do not be too much 


in an hurry; was you ordained without a the ” 
| the? and did not that title imply ſome ſer- 


vice, for which * was to be rewarded by 
| | money — 


— 


| „ | 
money? — Do not you likewiſe know that 
there is a wide difference between the church 
of Chriſt in the apoſtolic age, and the church 
of England? The Church of Chri/t, in 
that age, had no temporalities at all belon ging 
to it; and it did abſolutely reje& and condemn 
all pretenſions to any ſort of alliance with this 
world. Its ſanctions were none of them 
temporal. And to later times, to men of a 
quite different ſpirit and genius from the 
apoſtles, muſt we attribute the eccleſiaſtical 
improvements made by temporalities ; the 
emoluments of power, title and riches — 
With what face can you then pretend to 
put Simon Magus and us Clergy upon a level? 
| The original miniſters of Chriſt, his Ambaſſa- 
Full his Envoys, had nothing at all to do with, 
What you call, lily lugre: they were taught, 


5 and they taught others too, that Chriſt” 8 King- 


dom was not of this world. They did not 
5 preach up their own powersand preheminence, 
they did not advance any tenets to bend the 
knee, and demand the homage of an implicit 
faith, or a blind obedience; but they repte- 
ſented themſelves only as the ſervants of men, 
in be (ervice of N . 1 Fink 


Will 


7 = 8 3 
Will you then ſay, that there was any ſort 
of reſemblance between the holy Ghoſt which 
Simon Magus would have purchaſed, and that 
holy Ghoſt conferred by our Biſhops, at our 
ordination ? Sir, excuſe me, our eccleſiaſti- 

cal conſtitution is confeſſedly 1vII. The 
King is, over all perſons and cauſes eccleſi- 
attical and civil, 8UPREME. And dare you | 
then 097008 our thirſt of nee to the ain 
of Simon! 2 ; 5 
But you venture to declaim very extrava- 
| cantly. « O Simon, Simon] what a Saint wert 
thou, compared to many of the moſt honou- 
table men now in Chriſtendom ? ?” Dear 
Brother, where was your critical {kill in the 
Scriptures ?? when it does not appear, but 
Simon wanted to make the purchaſe of the 
extraordinary gifts, in order the more effec- 
tually to enrich himſelf with the miracles 
that he would perform; he certainly wanted 
to lay out his money thus to the greateſt ad- 
vantage; he was entirely mercenary in his of- 
fer. Peter would never have reproached 
and condemned him, in the manner he has 
done, had his r been ſuch as you would 
male 


n . 
wales it to be; a had he preferred the ein 
to the money. O thou infallible interpreter, 
it was nothing like it, and thou mayeſt learn 
from this ſingle ſpecimen of thy accurate ſkill 
in interpreting Scripture, that thou didſt 
lye under a ſtrange deluſion in imagining, 
that the great Biſhop of ſouls did en 
addreſs at thy bands.” : | 


| e Brother 2 upon this ſpecimen 
of your accurate underſtanding, profound pe- 
netration, and critical knowledge, the world 
will roundly conclude, the high pretenſion of 
being an Ambaſſador of Cbriſt, and an Envoy 
of the King of heaven, is but a piece of 
flaring arrogance! and has nothing that can 
ſupport the opinion, but. that of e own 
8 2 imagination. | 


Fray, bet unlearned laic cold not have 
hs a much better judgment of the text, 
in the article of Simon's fin. than you have 


done? Allow me to compare your remark- 
able reveries to the attempts of another arne 


2 N Who laboured, with the n 
of 


A 


of his erat; copia to ſhew 
why the Eunuch did not bring his chil 
dcten along with him to be baptized ? His | 
- acquaintance with geography was illuſtrioufly 
_ diſplayed, together with his knowledge of 
the world, of men, their maxims, tempers ; 
and manners; after which, one of his audi- 
ence, leſs learned, but more clear in his. intel- 
lect, ſaid, © Sir, you had no occaſion to have 
taken ſo much pains to apologize about an im- 
poſſibility, for who ever heard of a man hav- 
ing children, though caſtrated in his infan= 
cy?” The learned textuary replied, 6 verily 
the Lord had hid it mw __. 


How do yew think this man wh have 
put on the front to his having rhe ley ff 
| knowledge | ? how coüld he have preſumed 1 
the diſcernment of fpirits ? and to an accu- 
rate knowledge of the literal meaning of eve- 
ry word, verſe and chapter, without which, 
you ſay, there can be no firm foundation 
on which the ſpiritual meaning can be built. 
Ah! Jabn, Jobn, doſt thou want the tri- 
ple crown? wouldſt thou hold the vulgar 


= - e 5 Aifabling all at once from an- 
| ability. of underſtanding the Scriptures 2 
would it be too ſevere to ſay to thee, in the fi- 
milar ſtyle of Peter to Simon, -© thy vanity 
periſh with thee, thou haſt no part-nor lot in 
this matter, but art in the gall of bitterneſs, 
and in the bond of iniquity.” —The Goſpel 
is no ſcaled book: an honeſty, of mind, 
without the literature you mention, will 
render any diligent examiner able to uſe. 
the Scriptures to the faving purpoſe for which 


they are intended. And you widely miſtake 


the preaching province, in affirming as yu 
do, © that an accurate knowledge of the li- 
teral meaning of every word, verſe and chap- 


ter is neceſſary; or that there can be no firm 


foundation on which the n e 
can be built without 3 = OP 


"The ae of a chriſtian en 1s not 
to judge deciſively of the Scriptures for any 
but himſelf; he may propoſe his ſenſe, and 
offer reaſons to ſupport that ſenſe, but more abi- 
| lity he has not. His province leads him to re- 
commend the ſacred Books to the ſtudy of his 


15 flocks ; to endeavour to recommend their plain, 
We 9 
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ſimple, and heavenly doctrines; and to enforce 


their excellent moral on the tempers and lives 


of men.— All his furniture may well be em- 


ployed in ſuch ſervices: but as an authoritative | 
judge of its fenſe, demanding the credulity 


or implicit faith of his audience, he is behay- 
ing quite out of character. And ſo far from 


deſerving the honourable titles of Ambaſſa- 


dor of Chriſt and Envoy of Heaven, he will 


never be able to ſhew, that either God or 
| Feſus has ſigned or ſealed his credentials : 


therefore your addreſs, Sir, is wholly in the 
ſtrain of prieſtly uſurpation and dominion ! | 


'Let me then adviſe thee to learn more hu- 


mility, to pull down the loſty thoughts, which 


thou haſt of thine own infallibility ; and be 


5 perſuaded, that a popular enthuſiaſm has it's 
imminent infirmities and dangers.— you have, 
at leaſt, no better idea of the analogy of faith 
than your neighbours : and the appearance 
Bo you \ would put on of charity, is but an appear- _ 
| + anc&*which 1 have fully ſhewn, in the man- 


ner of your treating Arians and Socinians.— 


And if you will not be offended, I will whiſ- | 


pet one thing in nes ear, namely this, that 
e „„ akbough 


— 


Foe). 


5 iüdench you have affected | to . Papifts wy 
5 along with Jews and Deifts, there are not | 
a few who ſtrongly ſuſpect you of uit Wo 
towards Rome 1 in many of your . 
. „ | 


3 


4 


Allow me to foggeſt two or three necef.- . 


5 ſary things. 8 
If we would approve carte in our reli : 
gious miniſtrations, worthy the name of 
Proteſtants, we ſhall inculcate the impor- 


tance of every chriſtian's forming a judgment 


for himſelf of the Goſpel inſtruction: be- 
cauſe no man can be religious farther than he 
uſeth his own underſtanding; for all human 
authority in matters of faith and worſhip, is | 
; 3 to the: nature of een, 


N Next to this Ms in the Sins of truth, 


we ſhould recommend charity; which alone 
can become univerſal upon the principle, 
that no truth is of any ſaving uſe or effi- 
. cacy, but as it influenceth and produceth 
1 right temper and action. So that ever 
man who is virtuous and regular i in his tem- 

he 228 and e muſt be orthodox in bis 
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of this, of that, or 


denomination of chriſtians. All 
ng faith f is ſanRifying;,, and no. ſort of 
Faith can be ſound that is not practical. 
conſideration would unite chriſtians, andy re- 
concile all ſubſiſting difference of ſpecula- 
tion; this is to hold the unity of the ſpirit in 
the bond of peace; this will new, how r 
harity is the bond of perfection. | 
A farther advice, is, that you at 
the word CHURCH, in all other ſenſes but 
that, which will allow every honeſt man to 
e egualiy entitled to all the beneſits of God's 
Kingdors, kg that no ſort. of Clecpy a 
ous . are; Fs the * and | grow of 


God have po limitation, in 
rection and influence. 


C 


